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Dear Hakoah FC players, sponsors and fans,

First of all welcome to Melbourne City to 
Leichhardt Oval. It is an honour to host the 
reigning FFA Cup Champions, but we certainly 
don’t expect our players to be in awe of the 
situation and look forward to a wonderful 
match for both teams.

For Hakoah FC, facing an A-League team in 
the FFA Cup Round of 16 is the final piece of 
the puzzle in our return to the elite level. The 
last time Hakoah FC won such a prestigious 
competition was the 1986 NSL Cup when the 
club was led by football and community icon 
Sir Frank Lowy AC, with current assistant coach 
Alex Robertson a stalwart in defence.

Since these halcyon days of the 80s we spent 
many years in the wilderness, before starting 
the meteoric climb from the fourth tier of 
the state to NPL1 in 2012, reflecting a huge 
amount of work from many people on and off 
the field including the previous Board led by 
Jon Marcuson. The NSW Waratah Cup triumph, 
and now facing Melbourne 
City, shows we now are truly 
back to the top level.

Despite our return to an elite 
level, we have also maintained 
our strong connection to 
the local community, and 
believe we truly represent the 
best of the eastern suburbs. 
Nothing shows this better 
than the atmosphere in the 
changeroom after a win, with 
the fans and junior players of 
all ages joining in the famous 
and historic team song, as 
show in the picture below.

Our boys have won seven 
games in the Cup this year, 

and scored an incredible 25 goals in the 
process, as well as showing grit to win twice on 
penalties. We’ve also beaten plenty of fancied 
opponents in our cup run so far, so while 
Melbourne City is another level up from NPL1, 
with a very motivated group of players, a great 
coaching staff and a vocal home crowd we are 
looking to produce an upset and continue the 
fairy tale tonight!

On a personal note, after five years as 
President and Vice-President of Hakoah FC, 
Michael Katz and Rani Rimmer will be stepping 
down. It’s been an unbelievable journey to 
which we’re both very proud and honoured to 
have been able to contribute. Looking ahead, 
our Chairman Jon Pillemer will remain in place 
leading an expanded and exciting Board into 
2018 including Michael Ephraim and Geoff 
Ziman as Senior and Junior Presidents. The FFA 
Cup run is an incredible way to finish, so let’s 
keep it going!!

Best regards,
Jon Pillemer and Michael Katz

CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT’S 
NOTE

WELCOME
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It is amazing to still be involved in the FFA cup 
round of last 16 and the match itself will be 

a huge occasion for the club. When you can 
watch the draw live – waiting to see who you 
will play, it is an exciting time.

After being drawn to play reigning FFA cup 
holders Melbourne City at home – we are in 
for a special match. With a team boasting the 
likes of Tim Cahill, I am sure there will be lots 
of interest for the fans. Not to mention the 
Bouzanis connection, with our No.1 Anthony 
pitted against his brother Dean.

It will be a great spectacle and the FFA cup 
has been a brilliant competition since being 
introduced here in Oz. Cup runs are always fun 
and there are upsets along the way also, so for 
us to be in the last 16 is a huge achievement.

For the game, I as coach have to decide on who 
plays/formation/preparation etc – but these 
are all enjoyable things to look forward to. I 
will certainly be doing my homework on the 
best way to approach the match and make it a 
competitive game.

All in all, I think it is a great draw for the club 
and as a whole, from the players to the board 
and backroom staff, the sponsors and last but 
not least the fans and community will all be 
looking forward to a great tie and night.

Guv

A NOTE FROM THE COACH

WELCOME
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Hakoah FC holds the NSW Waratah Cup 
and Melbourne City the 2016 FFA Cup, 

which is more prestigious?

Anthony: The Waratah Cup is a very historic 
cup that many great teams have won. 
However, with the way football has evolved 
today, I think to win the FFA cup would be 
more prestigious.

Dean: They are both big competitions in their 
respective competitions. I believe the FFA Cup 
is slightly bigger as it brings the whole nation 
together and it’s fantastic to be the current 
champions defending our title.

Have you ever played against one another 
before?

Anthony: It’s funny how you say that because 
as kids we always used to say “imagine if we 
were to ever play against one another and 
what it would be like.” But to answer your 
question, no... Only on FIFA. (I’m better).

Dean: This will be the first professional game 
we will be facing each other. It is a massive 

moment for myself and our family something 
I’m very proud to be apart of.

Who will mum and dad go for?

Anthony: I don’t think they’ll be choosing a side, 
but myself being the golden child, I do think 
deep down they’ll be going for me.

Dean: I’d like to say mum and dad would go for 
city but I’m not sure it will go that way. I think 
their hearts are torn and just hope we both 
perform as best as we can.

Who is going to win and why?

Anthony: It’s going to be a very tough game for 
us. They are a great team with great players 
and anything can happen in a match like we 
have seen already with the FFA cup.

Dean: I believe we have the upper hand, 
coming from a fantastic environment at city 
with top quality players who have played at the 
highest level around the world.

BROTHER V BROTHER

STORY

vs
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Tell us about the season, you’ve won the NSW 
Cup and now facing Melbourne City in the 

FFA Cup Round of 16. 

What is the highlight?

Jaba: The highlight for me was winning the 
Waratah cup. It’s great progressing in the FFA 
cup but we haven’t won it and winning trophies 
is the most important thing.

It’s easy to get caught up in all the publicity and 
seeing ourselves on tv but winning trophies is 
what I want to do.

Gidi: Highlight would have been playing against 
Hills Brumbies in the round of 32 and coming 
from behind to beat them in extra time. I’m sure 
it was a very entertaining game for the crowd 
with the final score being 6-3.

Brad: I think it has been a great season, little 
disappointed in the league finish, but winning 
the Waratah Cup and run in FFA Cup is amazing. 
We have also finished with more points than 
last year, so we are improving every year. 
Highlight would be winning the Waratah Cup 
and winning our first piece of silverware at this 
level. Amazing achievement!

So who is going to step up on the day and 
perform against the reigning FFA Cup 
holders?

Jaba: I’d love to see Bouza outperform his 
brother and have a great game. I think we will 
need a big performance from him and the back 
4. Then we need to find a goal or two. There are 
a lot of players who should be desperate to be 
the hero in that respect.

Gidi: The whole team needs to, we are under 
no illusion that it will be a tough game, but hard 
work and grit will hopefully get us a result. It’s 
a game of two halves and anything is possible 
when you cross the white line.

Brad: We are going to need everyone to step up 
against City. They have some real quality in their 
squad which will be a great chance for everyone 
to test themselves against A-League opposition.

Who is the biggest larrikin in the team? And 
who would you not want to room with if 
you win and then play away in the FFA Cup 
Quarter Finals?

Jaba: Not sure about larrikin but I definitely 
wouldn’t want to room with Frangie. Some of 
the rubbish he comes out with is remarkable. 
He brings the IQ of the changing room down to 
primary school level. But you’ve got to love him.

Gidi: Couldn’t handle rooming with deano or 
Frangie, what’s left of my IQ from all of the 
headers this year would be drained.

Brad: Giddy would be up there, but only due to 
his terrible ability for telling jokes.

What’s the ambition and expectations for 
the match vs Melbourne City?

Jaba: The ambition is to win. It’s definitely 
possible. We shouldn’t fear them. If Leicester 
can win the EPL then...

Gidi: You’d be lying if you walked onto the field 
and said you didn’t want to win. Come game day 
we will all be up for it and go for the win.

Brad: The ambition is to win. A-League teams 
been beaten already in the competition so why 
can’t we do the same and keep the fairy tale 
alive.

WITH JABA, BRAD AND GIDI

Q & A
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THE BOYS FROM MELBOURNE,
BUT NOT WHAT YOU’D EXPECT!

We talk to Daniel Shandler, a player from 
Melbourne who has come up to Sydney 

to support our boys rather than his home 
town!

I understand there are a lot of Melbourne 
people coming to watch the game, but 
surprisingly to support Hakoah FC not 
Melbourne City! Talk us through that.

Daniel: Although we live and breathe football 
in Melbourne and love getting one up on 
Sydney, the sense of community is too strong 
to not support our brothers in arms. It’s not 
often you’ll get a Jewish club in the final 16 of 
a national competition, so we’re here to make 
sure our voices are heard and the Hakoah 
name is remembered.

So Gidi Sweet is flying the flag for 
Melbourne down in Sydney, tell us about 
Gidi’s secret life in Melbourne!

Daniel: Gidi is a character like nobody you’ve 
ever met. For the safety of the reader, it’s 
probably best his secret life remains a secret.

Following Gidi’s success in making the trip 
north of the border, is anyone else thinking 
of following in his footsteps?

Daniel: Gidi raves about the club and the 
reception he’s received from both the club and 
community.

After Maccabiah, all the Melbourne boys 
could see why having made such strong 
connections with the Sydney boys. As soon 
as the contracts are printed, we’ll be signing 
on the dotted line.

What’s your prediction for the game?

Daniel: The fairytale continues and Hakoah 
march into the final 8 on penalties. 
Pandemonium ensues.

Anything else?

Daniel: Hakoah used to be a mainstay of the 
old National Soccer League, so it’s nothing 
short of brilliant for the club and wider 
community to see it back in the national 
spotlight. It’s a credit to everyone behind the 
scenes for all the hard work it takes to get the 
club back to where it is today.

But this is only the beginning. It’s time to make 
Hakoah the powerhouse it once was. A big 
thanks to president Michael Katz for the warm 
welcome he’s given to us.



HEADING
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It’s been a pretty wild ride to this point, with 
seven wins and 25 goals in our 2017 cup ties!

It all started versus NPL3 side Inter Lions, 
where we relied on a late equaliser to send 
the game into extra-time, before running away 
with it 6-1. The heroes that night were Anthony 
Bouzanis who saved a penalty at 1-0 down, and 
Anthony Frangie who scored a whopping five 
goals!

Next up we took on NPL1 powerhouses Manly 
United on ANZAC Day and thought we’d sealed 
it with a late goal in extra-time, only for Manly 
to equalise with the last kick of the game, 
sending it to penalties. From that point it was 
never in doubt as Bouzanis was again the man 
with key saves to send us out winners.

Our next opponent was Illawarra Premier 
League club Albion Park White Eagles, where

only a late goal allowed us to draw 3-3 and 
back into penalties again, where Bouzanis 
managed to repeat his heroics to again see us 
progress.

We then travelled to face Rockdale in cold and 
difficult conditions and put in a tremendous 
effort to win 3-1, with some fantastic goals 
scored and with 10 men for over half the game. 

This was a proud night for the club, as it sent 
us into the FFA Cup Round of 32 and the semi-
finals of the NSW Waratah Cup. The team song 
that night could be heard in the surrounding 
suburbs I’m sure!!

We then went on to win the semi-final away to 
Sydney United 3-2, scoring two wonderful goals 
early before being clawed back to 2-2 and then 
showing real courage to regroup and score the 
winner.

The final versus APIA was the biggest win in 
the recent history of the club, as we beat the 
league leaders at their own ground with a 
committed performance and a resounding 3-1 
score line, as club Captain Jaba led from the 
front.

Our most recent match, the FFA Cup Round of 
32 win over NPL2 side Hills Brumbies was not 
one for the purists, but it was definitely one for 
the fans! Three times we came from behind 
to draw 3-3 at the end of regulation time, with 
Gidi Sweet then scoring one and setting one up 
as we pulled away 6-3 winners.

May the goals and wins continue to flow for 
Hakoah FC tonight!!

ROAD TO THE ROUND OF 16

WESTFIELD FFA CUP
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 S   B # NAME

   1 (GK) BOUZANIS Anthony

   2 WOLANSKI Remy

   3 EZEKIEL Robert

   4 WALKER Bradley

   5 BLUMBERG Dylan

   6 DRAPER Cameron

   7 LEKOSKI Alek

   8 ORGAD Paul

   9 JABLONSKI Neil

   10 DE JONG Andre

   11 MUNDELL Jordan

   12 GREEN Jack

   14 FRANGIE Anthony

   15 BEREVESKOS Dean

   16 GREEN Oliver

   17 SWEET Gideon

   18 JONES Harry

   19 RAE Gavin

   33 SHADDOCK Connor

   36 JONES Lee

Head Coach: Gavin Rae

Assistant Coach: Zlatko Arambasic

Assistant Coach: Alex Robertson

Manager: Brian Ree

 S   B # NAME

   1 BOUZANIS  Dean 

   2  MUSCAT  Emmanuel 

   3  JAMIESON  Scott 

   5 SCHENKEVELD  Bart

   6  MALIK  Osama 

   7  FITZGERALD  Nick 

   8  KILKENNY  Neil

   11  KAMAU  Bruce 

   12  CROWLEY  Braedyn 

   13 MAUK  Stefan

   14  ARZANI  Daniel 

   15  GENREAU  Denis

   18  GALEKOVIC  Eugene 

   21  TONGYIK  Ruon 

   22  JAKOBSEN  Michael 

   23  FORNAROLI  Bruno 

   25  LA ROCCA  Iacopo 

   26  BRATTAN  Luke 

   35  NAJJARINE  Ramy 

   36  PIERIAS  Dylan 

   37  ATKINSON  Nathaniel 

   38  CAVALLO  Joshua 

   40 SOZER  Yaren

   42  DELIANOV James
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FOOTBALL NSW WOULD LIKE TO THANK THEIR SPONSORS  
FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT


